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Some of the special characteristics of Astrophilately are covers and cards cancelled by the
post office at the place and exact date on which the special event took place. SREV 3.3

Information on this subject

in concern of the Space Programmes of the USA

Additional remarks and illustrations to Guidelines 3.3.8 - 3.3 13

For early launches from Cape Canaveral the postmark of the post office Port Canaveral, PC
later on Cape Canaveral —CC-, as well as from Patrick Air Force Base -PAFB-, the
administration headquarter of Cape Canaveral launch site, up to the inauguration of Kennedy
Space Centre —KSC- post office in 1965 are valid.

Info on the correct date in the postmark recording a space event, ref. Guidelines 3.3.8
On January 31%,1965 at 10.48 PM
The first US satellite - Explorer 1 - was launched from Cape Canaveral
under the direction of the German rocket engineer Wernher von Braun

EXPLORER

SATELLITE
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not corresponding with
the correct date

and place of the launch
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the Guidelines and
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Covers with postmarks _.
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Ref. Guidelines 3.3.9

In case the post office was closed at the time when launches, landings or other
space activities took place, the postmark of the next working day is valid.

*At Wallops Island launch site a test rocket Nike Apache was launched to study the magnet
field for Mercury Redstone 4 space flight with astronaut Gus Grissom, on July 13", 1961 at

9.53 PM when post office was already closed.

Information on postmarks of the launch sites where launches of spacecraft took place,

ref. Guidelines 3.3.10

Postmarks for launches should be shown only from the post office nearest to the launch site.

EXPLORER 42, co-operation of Italy and USA, provided for astronomical research, was

COMMUNICATIONS FOR PEACE

Rocket Fired -

from....
| NDO
WALLOPS ISAN
VIRGINXA//L//&, & _Missite Fireo Arter PD.BUSINESS HOWSS
_MAWED NexT Day UPON Orening O PO.
NIKE - APACHE
JULY 18 1s6+ \
9 57 E‘M j/

o i,

PETER P. ]J. MORRIS
POST OFFICE BOX 289

ATLANTIC
OAKHAM, MASSACHUSETTS

OCEAN

launched on Dec, 121 1970 from San Marco platform at Mombasa (Kenya).
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There are also covers
existing with postmark of
Cape Canaveral or KSC
applied to the same event
which are not appropriate.
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Information on US launching sites and the related postmarks, ref. Guidelines 3.3.11

One of the first postmarks of the launch site Cape Canaveral after inauguration of a post
office on 1% Sept. 1962 records the launch of the weather satellite Tiros 6 on Sept. 18" 1962.

TIROS 6 SATELLITE IN ORBIT
P S 22
f N
[ 15
AM
:‘“‘.Z
Ruth Smith
CACHET SHOWS TIROS satellite in orbit near a proposed 2214 Dogwood Lane
rendezvous control between two space vehicles. Tiros W b LI, N.
satellites bear an important relationship with their estbury, L.I., N.Y.
weather control in aid to the U.S. man in space program,

From Wallops Island ,W1, launch site, provided for launches of scientific unmanned space
craft postmarks were already available from the early period of space craft launches.

Little Joe 6 + 7 launched on March 18" and April 28", 1961 were the last and finally
successful tests of an escape system for capsule recovery after lift-off in view of the Mercury
manned space flights , recorded by hand and machine cancel of Wallops Island.

NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE ADLINISTRATION
FROM THE HIGH ROCKET STARTS AT WALLOPS ISLAND,VA.

LITTLE JOE VI .
SPACE CAPSULE TEST
MAR 18 ]965 ll 4‘8AM Dr.M.Kronstein

3900 Manhattan College
RB[.KE*E s"zzjﬁ fRL}M ! New York City 71
WALLOPS 1oLAKD, VA.| |
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PROJECT Jz?cum\
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e
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Vandenberg Air Force Base ,is known as early launch site of US unmanned spacecraft.
The postmark records the launch of Discoverer 13 on Aug. 10", 1960 ., the first successful
orbit recovery of a space object after re-entry into earth atmosphere on August 11", 1960.

Y A A A S R am—
DISCOVERER XII
. From Vandenberg AFB

US AIR FORCE

SPACE EXPERIMENTS

. EARTH OREIT 3
RESEARCH .~ USAF THOR

AGENA .
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Postmarks from Lompoc, CA Vandenberg Air Force Base are also valid for launches of
spacecraft ,e.g. Aerobee research rocket launch for manned space flights on June 13", 1972.

AEROBEE
NASA

!A [\ INCH
| i P 11
MANNED
Stuc
v o .

) MRS. E. HERMAN
Al 834 N, 77H ST.
o CAMDEN N. J. 08102

At White Sands Missile Range , launch site in New Mexico also unmanned test flights of
rockets took place as on May 13", 1964 launch of Little Joe research rocket for Apollo flights.
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At Edwards Air Force Base, known as the earliest test site of Bell X rocket plane flights in
the 50ies, a test flight on a Lunar Lander Vehicle, like “Eagle” took place on Febr.14", 1966.

a\

“
2
s
g
%

LLRYV

LUNAR LANDER
RESEARCM VECHICLE
RAYMOND F. DUBEAU

. 657 Babcock Avenye
Elmhurst, Ill. 60127
Nask

There exist also places where rockets were tested which can be recorded by postmarks from:

Marshall Space Flight Centre, Bay St. Louis,MS, where the Main engine of Space Shuttle
was tested on Dec. 6™ 1976 referred to by postmark and official MSFC cachet.

h A Y Y Y2 %9 59 9

e

- e SRS SRS

Zis §ooes
United States 13¢

' FIRST FLIGHT NOZZLE TEST i ‘
TEST 038 ENGINF 002
_— VW WL W W W W

At Moffet Field one of the Wind Tunnel Tests took place on 12 Oct.1976 before the first
Space Shuttle STS 1,Columbia, could make its Maiden flight on March 17, 1981.

PIONEER * JUPITER

UNITED STATES AIR MAIL

EUGEN NOPPEL
HOFPFAD 17

D-7141 SCHWIEBERDINGEN
WEST GERMANY

SPACE SHUTTLE e« WIND TUNNEL TEST e ARC
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NASA post office at Kennedy Space Centre , KSC, was inaugurated on July 1%, 1965.
From this time onwards the KSC post office applied together with the postmark of launch
date of a spacecraft an official NASA cachet , mainly related to manned space flights from
GEMINI 5 up to APOLLO SOYUS referring to each mission. These official NASA cachets
were solely applied on individual postal forwarded mail and not available in great quantities.

& FIRST BAY

R. W. scott
P. O. Box 202
Lape Canaveral, Fla. 3292

The first postmark applied at KSC post office with the official NASA cachet refers to the
launch of SATURN-APOLLLO 10 on July 30", 1965,when a last unmanned test flight took
place of a research programme related to manned Apollo space flights.

an; -
A (
6 \ N

O\DW FROM THAT FIRE CAN TRULY

&
i
i5

ot

MRr. RAYMOND Mvu.n
1112 Hapy-~

m:nvmczcanm NASA V/2~DIAURE r( J

The first NASA cachet referring to a manned space flight was applied at KSC post office at
the launch of GEMINI-TITAN 5 on August 21, 1965.

Printe

WORLD'S FAIR &

Hans Barnickel
86 Bamberg 1
Box 1066

Germany

(4
GUEMITIN Y
Additional information on NASA cachets ref. Guidelines 3.3.11
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Information on Manned and Unmanned Mission Control Centres, Guidelines 3.3.13

The Mission Control Centre
for manned space flights
was inaugurated in January
1965 at Houston.

A test operation took place
with Gemini-Titan 2 on

\.96%

NASA MANNED SPACECRAFT CENTER
PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE-

January 19, 1965, by HailETem. T, Tl
supervising this last
unmanned space flight of the .
Gemini programme, recorded P oy
by the postmark of Houston. Milwauhee 16, Wisconsia
RO When GEMINI-TITAN 4
£ \ (GT-4) with the astronauts
- J. Mc Divitt and E. White
1969

NASA MANNED SPACECRAFT CENTER

PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE-

HOI TON

GT-4 Four Day Orbital Flight of
Astronauts McDivitt and White.
White walks 20 minutes in space

Celestial

aboard was launched from
Cape Canaveral on June 3",
1965 it was for the first time
that immediately after take-off
the spacecraft was directed
during the 4 days flight until
splashdown on June 7%, 1965
by the Manned Spacecraft
Control Centre in Houston,

ROBERT J. BOUDWIN
1119 Harker Ave.
\yoodbury, N. J.

also responsible for the

supervision of the mission, as e.g. the first US space walk (EVA) of Ed White.

From this time onwards the postmark of Houston should be shown when recording
special missions performed during manned space flight, e.g. the docking of two spacecraft,

EVASs, Moonlandings etc.

For Unmanned Earth Satellites the Mission Control Centre Greenbelt is responsible

Cover referring to the first image relayed from Hubble Space Telescope and received by the
Mission Control Centre on May 20", 1990 recorded by the postmark of Greenbelt

First Image f

Relayed

Hubble 4
Space Telescope* :

STS-31/Space Shuttle Discovery

1 o1 John Besgen
1gt entex Pepper Str.
s78 Castro Valley, CA 94546
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For Unmanned Space Probes, travelling into Outer space, the mission should be recorded
by postmarks of the Deep Space Network at Pasadena. responsible for supervision , as e. g.

when PIONEER 10, launched on March 2", 1972 at KSC, encountered the planet Jupiter and
sent the first pictures to the earth on December 3™, 1973.

Pioneer 10 Encounters Jupiter, 6:24 pm P87, /,;"'"?5.‘ AD f-::/"/
Relurns Color Pictunes of Planet & Jnner Moons 7R DEm . T e
il / :
i =signals received by ." 3
." e Deep Space Network, P.M }m,—:..
Ig Pasadena, Cal, \\ 1973 / s
!l Dee.3,197 W b
- w i 4 -Radiation Belts o
o A—~4jon Times ®
I Than Earth
Zm Wf‘méw’” P39, 2 information on
elirns ickuned & Jnner Moond s here, Red Spot and
—_— : ‘ Th P l"(‘::!; - ¢, electrical and
-;|gnalz’:ece;:d byk /c\; l‘Pw ) 3 "% 4= 4 jon environment
eep Space Network, = 2, < CHARLES MORRIS
Pasadena, Cal. X >, 197 4,\\: ’ & y Ames Labs 13 K 7\\”-\\ OR AVE,
e y > CHERRY MILL. N, J. 08034
y y \ -Radiation Belts ®
¥ dike. 2 .
<\ = g;m:m - There exist also post-
A % \ \
4 { ‘5_ \ . -provide information on marks Of Kennedy Space
\ % \ " atmosphere, Red Spot and Center WhICh are not
Y () X \ magnetic, electrical and Walser H
i;: y \“ \\ radiation environment P&afzc‘;'om ap p ro p r ate
\ Y% built by Ames Labs App. 331
Houston TX 77056

Viking space probes were also under control of Moffet Field. When on September 3, 1976
Viking 2 landed on Mars the AMES Research Centre was also in charge for supervision.

VIKING © AMES RESEARCH CENTES

HARRY SMUCKLER
1901 J. F. KENNEDY BLVD,
SHILADILTHIA, PA.

19103
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Information on recovery after splashdowns of spacecraft, ref. Guidelines 3.3.12

As far as splashdowns and recovery of the early period of space flights as precursors to
manned space flights took place where no covers with postmark of the Prime recovery ships
are known, as from test flights with chimpanzees, postmarks of Port Canaveral or Patrick Air
Force Base with exact date and time may be shown when recording these early splashdowns.
Ref. page 13 with remarks on list of Mercury main recovery ships to early space events.

On January 31%, 1961 at 12 M the chimp HAM was launched into space with Mercury-
Redstone 2 and was recovered by U.S.S. Donner after splashdown at 1 PM

‘M 5 COMMY NICATIONS FOR PEACE POStmark Of

itk 5 Port Canaveral,

= recording the launch on
a1 | Jan. 311961 AM
(launch time 12 noon)

b WP
e
- ,, U-5- POST

OUR FIRST LITTLE MAN IN SPACE

A highly trained chimp named HAM rocketed
into space in our elaborate project Mercury
space ship capsule today January 31, 1961. Im-
portant prelude to manned space ship flight.

Postmark of PAFB
recording splashdown
onlJan. 311961 at1PM

i /;-"—-,.; é REDSTONE

S //f’ 7y Missile ocd From ooy

{ /// ;/  Cape Canaveral Fla. CAMDEN, N. J. #84
CUAN 311961 Time!|

Chimp Enos orbited twice the earth on November 29", 1961 and was recovered after

splashdown by USS Stormes,

Postmark of PAFB

C

Postmark of PC
recording splashdown on
November. 29th, 1961 PM

MISSILE TN X .
ERES THOM.. (3 oV ) ' recording launch of chimp
gape - %\”,6/, PRIt | Enos on November 29",
ool a1 ; ~11961 at 10.30 AM
CANADY

U. S. ORBITS OUR
FIRST CHIMPONAUT

NOV
' 29
\ P.M,
1961

Fodan

5T

FRANK WARNER
109 Nassau Street
NEW YORK 38, N. Y.

CHIMPANZEE ENOS
FIRED TWICE AROUND THE EARTH
IN MERCURY CAPSULE AT 17,500 MILES AN HOUR.
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When on May 5%, 1961 astronaut Alan Shepard succeeded in a first US manned ballistic
space flight, the Main recovery ship USS LAKE CHAMPLAIN took him and his spacecraft
“Freedom 7” on board.

A small amount of covers are recorded with postmark applied by the post office aboard the
USS Lake Champlain on date of recovery.

An additional official ship cachet applied refers to this event.

There are two types of
hand cancels known
Typel = 310

M. L. NICKEL
Box 3038
Cocoa, Fla.

Type2 = 3.30
with points between
U.S.S. and 5 lightly
displayed to the left

VAW -/2
Qvansf/ /DZ' /,?[

| There exist also fakes
which are mainly to be
defined by: same kind
as postmark Typ 1 with-
out points between USS
but with displaced 5 to
left same as in hand

S 14’4.7 : VI ¢
: s 4‘;,-""": \Z\»\g\
. ( — iad (:/ . cancel Type2,3.3. @

. Faked cover

. Q\ F\;\‘. > £ f':,fr‘;f:(.Y\‘ ,—
o
r 4w 4 A L 8 B A

Ref. Guidelines 3.2.4
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A philatelic study of postmarks applied at post offices aboard the recovery ships is indicated.

0 give an example:

When astronaut John Glenn on Feb. 20t 1962 performed with his spacecraft the first US
earth orbit , troubles during re-entry caused a splashdown at another place than scheduled.

A1 MATL]
I1:3

VIA AIR MAIL

1

USS RANCOLPH (CVS-15}
SPACE CAPSULE RECOVERY SHIP

J. R. FITZPATRICK
P. O. BOX 22986
HUNTINGTON, W. VA.

Project Mercury

Recovery Force

USS. NOA, DD-841

Recovves Ship for the Fiest

US. MAN IN SPACE

) - —

—— 1 R — g —
s | wgﬂ G COVIR WAT A ART GF THA MEST VAL XSIATCH
B T TSRO T OBTAOYE USs. NOA FOLLOWIMG RICOVERY OF LS
W ATTEONADY TV COLUIOIN" L. CLIUN, J1, SEMC, AND MERCUSY

crvew

Recovery Ship for the First

US. MAN IN SPACE

Illustrated Seminar Paper

Due to emergency splashdown
the scheduled Prime recovery
ship USS RANDOLPH acted
some hours after recovery by
picking up John Glenn and
carrying him to the mainland.

U.S.S NOA, like other
Secondary recovery ships in
action in case of emergency
landing and nearest to the place
of splashdown, acted as Prime
recovery ship by taking Glenn
and his spacecraft aboard.

* There exist a small quantity
of covers postmarked aboard
of U.S.S NOA on exact date of
recovery on Feb. 20" 1962.

On the same day of Glenn’s
space flight —Feb. 20"

1962 PM — a 4ct “Mercury”
stamp was issued.

Covers from U.S.S NOA post-
marked on Feb. 20" 1962
with Mercury stamp are
backdated since at the time
of recovery these stamps
were not available aboard
of the Prime recovery ship
and USS Randolph.

Covers with Mercury stamp
postmarked Feb. 23" 1962,
arrival of U.S.S NOA at the
harbour, are correct and valid.

Postmarks of USS NOA applied
on correct date of recovery are
certainly of more interest.
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This illustration may represent the necessity of knowledge about the Prime-recovery
ship that actually participated in the recovery after splashdown of a spacecraft.

In some cases the official ship cachets referring to the mission and applied on covers of
Prime and Secondary recovery ships look all the same only differ in Atlantic or Pacific Fleet
as e.g. concerning the manned space flight GEMINI-TITAN 8.

When GTA-8 with the astronauts Neil Armstrong and David Scott, due to technical
problems during the flight had to make an emergency splashdown in the Pacific on March
17, 1966, the Secondary recovery ship USS Leonard F. MASON took the astronauts and
their spacecraft on board instead of the scheduled Prime recovery ship USS BOXER
operating in the Atlantic.

USS Leonard F. MASON
Prime recovery ship of

i ok
.‘
a“m. il

*
3 EcoverY,
» FORCE .*

USS Charles P. Cecil

- Atlantic Fleet - and

USS George K. Mackenzie
- Pacific Fleet -

Secondary recovery ships.

*
*
*x

*
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** The following Tables inform about the date of launch and splashdown of the US manned
spacecraft , the Prime recovery ships and the related official ship cachets, as far as existing,

MERGCURY - PROGRAMM covers of launch and main-(prime)-recoveryships
date official official
Mission of |place | NASA Regg:zry “egﬁﬁgry ship
13unch cachet cachet
LITTLE JOE 1 08-21-59
BIG JOE 03-09-59 | PC
LITTLE JOE 6 (LJ-2) |10-04-59 | WI
LITTLE JOE 1A 11-04-59 | HI
LITILE JOE 2 (LJ-3)%|12-04-59 | WI =
LITTLE JOE 18 (LJ-4) %|{01-21-60 [ WI unmanned testflights
BEACH-ABORT-Test 05-09-60 | WI &
MERCURY-ATLAS 1 07-29-60 | PC testflights with chimpanees
LITTLE JOE 5§ 11-08-60 | WI no covers of main-recoveryships known
MERCURY-REDSTONE 1 ([11-21-60 | PC ‘
MERCURY-REDSTONE 1A [12-19-60 | PC
MERCURY-REDSTONE 2 # |01~31-61 | PC
MERCURY-ATLAS 2 02-21-61 | PC
LITTLE JOE S5A(LJ-B) [03-18-61 | WI
MERCURY-REDSTONE BD |03-24-61 | PC
MERCURY-ATLAS 3 04-25-61 | PC
LITTLE JOE 5B (LJ-7) [04-28-64 | WI
RCU N 05-05-61 | PC 05-05-61 | Lake Champlain 1
MERCURY-RESTONE 4  (07-21-61 | PC 07-21-61 Rando lph
MERCURY-ATLAS 4 09-13-61 | PC unmanned| 09-13-61 Decatur
MERCURY-SCOUT 1 11-01-61 | PC " " )
MERCURY-ATLAS 5 ¥ [11-29-61 | PC 11-29-61 | . Stormes
MERCURY-ATLAS 6 02-20-62 | PC 02-20-62 Noa
MERCURY-ATLAS 7 05-24-62 | PC 05-24-62 Intrepid 2.3
05-24-62 Plerce 4
MERCURY-ATLAS 8 10-03-62 | CC 10-03-62 Kearsarge 5
MERCURY-ATLAS 9 05-15-63 | CC 05-16-63 | Kearsarge 6
official ship - cachets T
referring to missions (’
reduced to 1/2 of size 3 2
1 v

USS LAKE CHAPLAIN CVS-39
AECOVERY SHIP FOR THC FIRST
U, S. LAAED SPACE PUOHI‘
5 HAY 1561

ASTRONAUT M S CARPENTERY
OFF 0745 24 MAY 1962
RETURNING 1241

PICKED UP BY HELO AT 1530

to 4 3 USS Pierce
reoovered spacecraft
of Mercury-Atlas 7

089 J0I R, PIERCE (ID~753)
RECOYEMS AURORA SEVEN
MY 25, 1962

.
Project Mercury

Recovery Force
TRONAUT LCDR. M, SCOTT CARPENTI
“AURORA 7"

(" : R

F\GHTING "7~

3
MERCURY PICKUP

Illustrated Seminar Paper

)d SIIVIS QILIND

@)

IOVISOd SIIVIS OILINN
WORLD'S FAIR 1962

USS INTERPID
recovered astronaut
Scott Carpenter

of Mercury — Atlas 7
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In addition to the illustrations and information on official cachets applied at Prime recovery
ships also the official NASA cachets, mentioned in the Guidelines 3.3.11 applied at KSC post
office from GT-5 to AS:I'P manned space programmes, are included in the following tables.

GEMINI - PROGRAMM covers of launch and main-(prime)-recoveryships
date official official
Mission of |[place | Nasa [Recovery| RGNS 1 ship
launch cachet cachet

GEMINI-TITAN { 08-04-64 | CC
GEMINI-TITAN 2 - 01-19-65 | CC 01-19-65 Lake Champlain 7
GEMINI-TITAN 3 03-23-65 | CC 03-23-65 Intrepid 8
GEMINI-TITAN 4 06-03-65 | CC 06-07-65 Wasp 9,10
GEMINI-TITAN 5 08-21-65 | KSC 11 08-29-65 Lake Champlain 12
GATV-6 10-25-65 | CC
GEMINI-TITAN 6 10-25-65 | KSC 13
GEMINI-TITAN 7 12-04-65 | KSC 14 12-18-65 Wasp 15
GEMINI-TITAN 6A 12-15-65 | KSC 16, 17, 18 | 12-16-65 Wasp 19, 20
GATV-8 03-16-66 | CC
GEMINI-TITAN 8 03-16-66 | KSC 21 03-17-66 L.F. Mason 22
GATY-9 05-17-66 | CC
ATDA 06-01-66 | CC
GEMINI-TITAN SA 06-03-66 | KSC 23 06-06-66 Wasp 24
GATV-10 07-168-66 | CC
GEMINI-TITAN 10 07-18-66 | KSC 25 07-21-66 Guadalcanal 26, 27
GATY-11 09-12-66 | CC
GEMINI-TITAN 11§ 09-12-66 | KSC 28 09-15-66 Guam 29
GATV-12 11-11-66 | CC
GEMINI-TITAN {2 {1-11-66 | KSC 30 {1-15-66 Wasp 31

(11)

Y SPALE GCRBTEN
NASA
[~ Hans Barnickel
86 Bamberg 1
Box 1066

Germany

CHURCHILL

(10)

USS WASP, RECOVERY SHIP

US. SCENTs

Latitude 27-48.3 N Longiiude 7423.2 W

1515 Q R
\ =
7 JUNE 1005 Utonsfr—
A, Silhanek
COMMANDING OFFICER iif,mlol:‘;v E/:tvenue
New Brunswick, N. J.
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Atlantic

F GEMIN; = 2
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i
s

Official NASA and ship - cach
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original size GEMINI ..

v

O . ":”

ets

S
. ¢« *
.
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\ 850/ | rorcs
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4 APOLLO - PROGRAMM covers of launch and main-(prime)-recoveryships
date official official
Mission of place | NASA Regg‘t/:ry Regg\i/gry ship
launch cachet cachet

SATURN-APOLLO 1 10-27-61 | CC
SATURN-APOLLO 2 04-25-62 | CC
SATURN-APOLLO 3 11-16-62 | CC
SATURN-APOLLO 4 03-28-63 | CC
LITTLE-JOE-APOLLO 1 | 08-28-63 | WSMR
LITTLE-JOE-APOLLO 2 | 11-07-63 | WSMR
SATURN-APOLLO 5 01-29-64 | CC
FIRE 1 04-14-64 | CC
LITTLE-JOE-APOLLO 3 | 05-13-64 | WSMR
SATURN-APOLLO 6 05-28-64 | CC
SATURN-APOLLO 7 09-18-64 | CC
LITTLE-JOE-APOLLO 4 | 12-08-64 | WSMR
SATURN-APOLLO 8 02-16-65 | CC
LITTLE-JOE-APOLLO 5 | 05-19-65 | WSMR
FIRE 2 05-22-65 | CC
SATURN-APOLLO 9 05-25-65 | CC
LITTLE-JOE-APOLLO 6 | 06-29-65 | WSMR -
SATURN-APOLLO 10 07-30-65 | KSC 32
LITTLE-JOE-APOLLO 7 | 01-20-66 | WSMR
AS-201 (APOLLO 1) 02-26-66 | KSC 33 02-26-66 Boxer 34
AS-203 (APOLLO 2) 07-05-66 | KSC 35
AS-202 (APOLLO 3) 08-25-66 | KSC 36 08-25-66 Hornet 37
APOLLD 4 (AS-501) 11-09-67 | KSC 38 11-09-67 Bennington 39
APOLLO 5 (AS=204L) |01-22-68 [ KSC 40 :
APOLLO 6 (AS-502) 04-04-68 | KSC 41 04-04-68 Ok inawa 42, 43
APOLLO 7 (AS-205) 10-11-68 | KSC 44 10-22-68 Essex 45
APOLLO 8 (AS-503) 12-21-68 | KSC 46 12-27-68 Yorktown 47
APOLLO 9 (AS-504) 03-03-69 | KSC 48 03-13-69 | Guadalcanal 49,50
APOLLO 10 (AS-505) |05-18-69{ KSC 51 05-26-69 Princeton 52
APOLLO 11 (AS-506) |07-16-69 | KSC 53 07-24-69 Hornet 54
APOLLO 12 (AS-507) | 11-14-69 | KSC 55 11-24-69 Hornet 56
APOLLO 13 (AS-508) |[04-11-70 [ KSC 57 04-17-70 | IWO Jima 58
APOLLO 14 (AS-509) |[01-33-71 | KSC 59 02-09-71 New Orleans 60
APOLLO 15 (AS-510) |[07-26-71 | KSC 61 08-07-71 Ok inawa 62
APOLLO 16 (AS-511) |04-16-72 | KSC 63 04-27-72 Ticonderoga 64
APOLLO 17 (AS-512) | 12-07-72 | KSC 65 {2-19-72 | Ticonderoga 66
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SKYLAB - PROGRAMM covers of launch and main-(prime)-recoveryships
date official Recovery  |official
Mission of |place | nasa [Recovery) —FegrEny ship
launch cachet ¥ cachet
SKYLAB 1 (AS-513) 05-14-73 | KSC 67
SKYLAB 2 (AS-206) 05-25-73 | KSC 68 06-22-73 Ticonderoga 69
SKYLAB 3 (AS-207) 07-28-73 | KSC 70 09-25-73 New Orleans 1
SKYLAB 4 (AS-208) 11-16-73 | KSC 72 02-08-74 New Orleans 73

CONRAD
KERWIN
WEITZ

CET

Mahy o - Recomry Foce

@

sKYLAp
240 BB peine H

o6

U 5. Ay
| RECOVERY FORCE

— : i (68)
- et PN
N/ P i F0)
bt _ et With the Skylab project,
VIA AIR MAIL the first US experimental
COMPAD Space station was
KERWIN realised, the so-called
WEITZ “Apollo Application
ALBERT CUNEO Programmes”.
5138 HOMESTEAD AVE
PENNSAUKEN, N.J.
Ay 4 (73)
The programme enclosed the
launch of one space station
and three crews. It was a
success.
The space station went out THED FUGHT paciric
of control and left the , ‘ H
scheduled orbit and decayed
during re-entry in the earth
atmosphere on July 117, 1979, 1 %o eay ronct u A
Crescent City,Fla
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APOLLO - SOYUS - PROCRAMMA -
covers of launch and main-{prime}-recoveryships

‘date official Recover official
Mission of |[place| Nasa [Recovery $hid ship
launch cachet cachet
ASTP/APOLLO [AS-210]| 07-15-76 | KSC 74 |07-24-75 | New Orleans

On July 15™, 1975 started the historical Joint Space flight APOLLO-SOYUS-ASTP-mission
of the USA and USSR with the launch of SOYUS 19 at Cosmodrome Baikonur and 7 %2 hours
later of APOLLO spacecraft from Kennedy Space Centre

- - -~ - & N & &
SR ' ‘ Cover with postmark

P 1 .
{E \ i s - 4 OfJuly 15™ 1975 from
Rer/ P8 | KSCpost office with
I -‘ ‘ official NASA cachet
last time applied for
ASTP space event.

WILLIAM LIMPER
935 N. 51H ST.
CAMBEN, N. J. 08102

The docking of the
two spaceships
took place on

July 17th 1975

YpoLLO SOYUZ
LINK - UP

This event is recorded QLY T3

by the postmark of the
US Mission Control
Centre in Houston

@
BT 7 77 Carl 8. Uhrig
WM 240 Second Street

E 2Z . //d?':z , Pittsfield,Ma., 01201
/‘@’017 “7é(¢ 779

When Apollo spacecraft
and the crew returned to
earth, they were recovered
by the Prime recovery
ship USS New Orleans.

ROBERT DOUG!AS
1106 HAS AV
\WOODBURY. N. J. 06096

(There exist no special ship cachet referring to the Apollo-Soyus mission).

With Apollo-Soyus it was the last time that splashdown of manned spacecraft took place and
NASA cachets were available referring to the missions.
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The first Moon landing of Apolllo 11 may serve as example of the appropriate astrophilatelic
material for recording the launch, mission and splashdown of a spacecraft (of an event)

APOLLO Il - FIRST MAN ON THE MOON
NEIL ARMSTRONG

Space City Cover Society

NASA
LOCAL POST

NASA LOCAL Pos;
JuL 20 1969

APOLLO 11

ANTHONY BOSCO
2211 N. 86th ST.
PENNSAUKEN, N. J. 08110

MOON WALK

Maspeth Ny 11378
USA

The launch of Apollo 11
on July 16", 1969 may be
recorded by postmark

of Kennedy Space Centre,
preferably with additional
official NASA cachet
referring to the mission.

For Moon landing

of Apollo 11 on

July 20", 1969,

the postmark of the
Mission Control Centre
for manned space flights,
in Houston - which is
responsible for super-
vision of the mission after
take-off should be shown.

Postmark of Kennedy
Space Centre with date
of Moon landing

July 20", 1969 is not
appropriate.

For splashdown of Apollo 11
on July 24™, 1969 the postmark
of the Prime recovery ship
USS HORNET should

be shown.

Covers postmarked on July 24", 1969 at Kennedy Space Centre are not appropriate.

Illustrated Seminar Paper
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There were three different postmarks available from the post office on board of the Prime
recovery ship USS Hornet on date of recovery of Apollo 11 space capsule and the astronauts
Neil Armstrong, Michael Collins and Edwin Aldrin on July 24™, 19609.

The USS Hornet hand cancel is rarer than the machine cancels shown below.
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PRINTED MATTER ONLY

Cover with
USS Hornet
MC @ 23 mm

The official
red ship cachet
refers to the
mission.
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RAYMOND MILLER
1112 HARKER AVE.
WOODBURY. M. J. C8096
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“Mail from ships, helicopters and/or air planes participating in the recovery and tracking
stations shall be postmarked with date during the mission” ref. Guidelines 3.3.12 and

3.3.13

When Gus Grissom
returned from the
second ballistic space
flight, just after
splashdown, the hatch
of his Mercury
spacecraft opened and
he had to escape before
the capsule sunk.

*The cover was flown
on the rescue helicopter
which brought Grissom
to the Prime recovery

Captt Grissom = Libecfg Bell 7”
Helicopter Bek-up F/@Af from
U.$.S. Randbolph.
Copler No.: 3¢
Pilot: (A7, V. i

rpe H#sS
SChylPE

CO:AMURICATIONS FOR PEACE

ship USS Randolph
and postmarked aboard on the date of event July 21, 1969.

A PO _LgF érem
PRIME momi
PR

FIRST MAN ON THE MOON

AIR MAIL

PAR AVION

MR. H. J. MUELLER
148 13 59TH AVE. s
FLUSHINGs N.Y. =
11355 =

UNITED STATES

Apollo 16 spacecraft
and the crew was
brought after recovery
on April 27", 1972

by helicopter 001 to the
Prime recovery ship
USS Ticonderoga.
After arrival the cover
flown on the helicopter
was postmarked at USS
Ticonderoga.

When the Apollo space-
craft returned from the
ASTP joint flight on July
24™ 1975 it was the last
transport by helicopter
after splashdown of the L
crew and spacecraft to

APOLLO-SOYUZ RECOVERY SUPPORT

Date

. 1995 4 I’;NL),:\ Ve
: QZJJ:/LV Z) i R |
% U e rCe P v
From: ot IEx ond.. 4 |9/b 0
U New Orleany. . b T
= ERE

Vit o

. . Pilot:
the Prime recovery ship et W‘/
USS New Orleans, Navigator: V,,e,m

recorded by postmark of
the Fleet Post Office at
San Francisco, CA.
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Gemini-Titan 8 was launched on March 16™, 1966 and recovered on March 17", 1966.

NASA GUAM TRACKING STATION
P. 0. BOX BS e
AGANA, GUAM 96910""”/
GTA-¥
LIFT OFF
MARRCH 16,

Ibi¥te 4%
6L

S Gy S

Postmark from Tracking
Station Agana, Guam of
March 17", 1966.

[T
P, B.SCHOU

EASTERN TEST RANGE
GEMINI
TRACKING STATION

Postmark from Tracking
Station St. John’s,
Antigua of March 21,
1966 is not appropriate.
Recovery was March 17%.

16 March 1966 GTA-8
g Recovery 17 March
% west Pacific tune

Dp, g3 0™ 2
\CH

JEAN STERNER
@75 FORD AVE.
WOOD3UitY, N. J. 02036

FLOWN ONBOARD

Apollo 17 was launched

POLLO T
17 i
RECOVERY HELICOPTER

DATE & 'rnm /9444.@)../?.4&

LOCATION: ... . .

HELO TYPE: r5\/'4-35—1«: g‘/

eror< D

N Hans J. Mueller
148-13 59th Avenue
Flushing, N. Y. 11355
S United States of America

on December 7%, 1972
and recovered on
December 19™, 1972.

Cover flown by
Recovery Helicopter
with postmark from the
Prime Recovery Ship
USS Ticonderoga from
December 22", 1972 is
not appropriate.

The postmark from
Patrick Air Force Base
July 15™ 1975, the
Aircraft Operations
Control Centre of ARIA
Rescue Airplanes in
charge during the ASTP
mission from July 15% -
to 24", 1975

Alrcroft Onaratiens Control Center
Fatrick Aiv Forne Rece
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Information on Space Shuttle landings, - Guidelines 3.3.12

Before the first Space Shuttle Columbia was ready for maiden flight in 1981 it needed two

decades experimental preparation.

One of the most important programmes were related to X 15 rocket plane test flights for
landing on the mainland when returned from space. This training was also made on Nov. 30"

1960 by Neil Armstrong, the first man on the Moon.

LA f
1

“‘f U.5.POSTAGE
. l}w :
e 4 O i y ’ /
PR - 72 ;

J gin ; é{mﬂ LA 44/
] 5 4 .
2 Jzzazﬁ (luck

Neil ASA Pilot Dy Lctld C7H

L/

After four successful space flights of Columbia Space Shuttle with two man’s crew, the first
full operational flight with four man’s crew and cargo of two communication satellites SBS-C
and Anik C took place from KSC on Nov. 11" 1982 with the launch of Space Shuttle STS-5.

Fifth Spoce
Shutile Launch

STS-5

COLUMBIA OV-102

= First operational flight
with satellite cargo;
$BS-C and Anik-C

= First 4-Man crew,
Brand * Overmyer
Allen * Lenoir

LC-39A, KSC-NASA

NN\
N
{ VIA AIR MAIL. e sonnr oeR
i WELTALL-PHILATELISTEN
31@ Schwarzenburg

SWITZERLAND

Postmark from KSC
post office with date
of STS 5 launch.

After deploy of the two
Satellites STS-5 landed on
Nov. 16" 1982 at
Edwards Air Force Base.
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The first landing of a Space Shuttle at Kennedy Space Centre took place with Challenger

STS-41 B on Feb. 11™ 1984,

-~

and Recovery Wing  _
Det. 15, Patrick AFB, FL 1984

1st KSC Landing I

R FORGEN
S FE L % -
39th Aerospace Rescue /- r

vz Shuttle Helicopter Service AM /m o

Novak Box 2
Maspeth Ny 11378
USA

Postmark on date of
landing of STS-41 B
from PAFB the
Headquarter of ARRS
helicopter for Space
Shuttle support.

Cover with machine and hand cancel from KSC post office applied on STS-41 B landing date.

/i\\ FOF =

&

% E-ARMALED
\ \,A.‘f /

INSURED
U. 'S MAIL

700 %", FREDERICK DOUGLASS

2% e o
0 75
5 Logwet

Heinz Schmied
Alfred Strebel Weg 8

CH-8047 Ziirich

SWITZERLAND
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There are three different
postmarks from
Kennedy Space Centre:

1) Meter slogan
machine cancel

2) Circular hand cancel
with Killer bars

Both used at KSC post
office only on the
occasion of space event.

3) Circular hand
cancel
without Killer
bars

used at the main post
office in Orlando,
where the major part of
covers is dispatched.
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Same as for previous manned space programmes, for missions during the space flight of
a Space Shuttle the Mission Control Centre of Houston is valid, ref. Guidelines 3.3.13.

CHALLENGER

ViA AIR MAIL

The first space walk
(EVA) during STS 6
Challenger mission on
April 71,1983 is
recorded by the hand
cancel from the
Mission Control Centre
in Houston.

Shuttls's \:-"I"Z.j[ EVA

The machine cancel of
Houston, April 29", 1985
records the work of the
astronauts in the Spacelab 3
during STS 51 B mission.

There exist also special cancellations from the Mission Control Centre in Houston referring to

the mission.

Cover with postmark from
Houston recording the
deploy of Galileo space
probe at STS-34 mission
on October 18™, 1989 and

of the Hubble Space
Telescope during the space
flight of Discoverer STS-31
on April 25", 1990 with
autographs of the crew
Loren Shriver,

Charles Bolden,

Steven Hawley,

Bruce Mc Candless and
Kathryn Sullivan.

Illustrated Seminar Paper

S
$ \; Z \\

Galileo Deployment + Mission Control
Houston - October 18, 1989 ZZ:

TX 77201 n Control Station

1989

TX 77201

H. Stuting
12 Prospect Road
Wayne, "NJ. 07470

page 26




First Joint space flight of USA and Germany in the Space Shuttle Programme.

With STS-9 launched on Nov. 28" 1983 the first space flight in co-operation between USA

and Europe took place when the European Spacelab 1 of the ESA was carried on Columbia
Space Shuttle into earth orbit. It was for the first time that an astronaut of another nation, the
German UIf Merbold joint the US crew, also new increased to six astronauts.

Immediately after lift-off
the Mission Control Centre

-] in Houston supervised the

eleven days flight where a
lot of experiments where
carried out on Spacelab 1.

After successful
accomplishment of

the first test flight

with Spacelab 1,
Columbia STS-9 landed
on December 8", 1983 at
Edwards Air Force Base.

The 40" ARRS Recovery
Force was in charge to give
helicopter support when
STS-9 approached
Edwards AFB for landing.

Illustrated Seminar Paper
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and Recovery Squa
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Covers carried around and on the Moon and the first official Space mail of the USA
Ref. Guidelines 3.2.2

When Apollo 15 was launched on July 21%, 1971 from KSC, the three astronauts, Dave Scott,
Al Worden and Jim Irwin, carried a few hundred covers aboard.

There are three different types of these so-called “Moon Covers of Apollo 15”.
One hundred are the so-called “Sieger Moon Covers” flown by Astronauts Scott and Irwin

with LEM “Falcon” on July 30", 1971 on the moon and, after three days stay, back to the
Apollo Command Module on August 2", 1971.

Iﬂd'd«;f-“ Madt . f‘,.,

The special printed
Wely Bo, @7

covers bear the July 26",
1971 launch date
postmark of KSC and
the August 7", 1971
recovery date postmark
of the USS Okinawa
prime recovery ship.
Additionally, the covers
bear the signatures of
the Apollo crew and, in
the left corner, the hand-
written confirmation:

“Landed at Hadley
Moon July 30", 1971~
signed by Scott and
Irwin. Also, there is a
notary endorsement on
the back with additional

This is to certify that this cover was onboard embossing seal.
the Falcon at the Hadley-Apennine, Moon,
July 30-August 2, 1971,

T €4 o

PS8, L. . GAHSEY
Notary Publks li aod Tor Hairis County, Texar
Wy Conumisaon aplres Jubs 2 ASTR

% 050

Each astronaut took also one hundred covers on the
Apollo 15 flight for personal use which look
completely the same like the “Sieger Moon covers”
but differ by rubber cachets applied on the left
upper corner with hand-written number, and notary
endorsement on the reverse side is missing.

THIS ENVELOPE WAS
CARRIED TO THE MOON
ABQARD THE APOLLO 16
#33/ OF %00 10 THE
WUNAR SURFACE IN

L M. “FALCON"

A separate notary letter confirms that the cover was carried to the Moon.
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The crew of Apollo 15 also took
one hundred so-called “Herrick
Moon Phases” covers aboard the
spacecraft intended for orbiting
the moon.. These covers were
. flown around the moon by Al
fleen. >¢ p‘,wo{qen e gk . Worden on the Apollo Command
R : Module,. They are distinguished
by a blue and white sticker
referring to the Apollo 15 mission

- ]
2/ A and showing the 15 moon phases.
¢ F. HERRICK HERRICK B
» 2 : 870 N.E. 182 STREET They bear two private cancels
MIAMI, FLORIDA
/ | related to the July 26" launch and

the recovery on August 7%, 1971.

They are also postmarked at USS
The Moon, July - August 1971 O_klnawa AUQUSt 7th’ 1971 and

Dear Friend: Slgned by the crew Of ApOIIO 15

We hope this little souvenir of Apollo 15’s journey to the Moon
will be a welcome addition to your Memoirs. We made it espe-

cially for those who have been close to us all during the long A Separate Card, with a prlntEd
period of preparation. Its all we can do short of taking you
along . . . and space wouldn’t permit that! Instead, we took message Of the crew Of ApO”O 15

this letter along and autographed it on the Moon.

referring to the mission, was used
for stuffer.

Thanks and regards,

David R. Scott, Commander
Alfred M. Worden, Command Module Pilot
James B. Irwin, Lunar Module Pilot

The first official Space Mail of the USA, a cooperative project of the NASA and the ,U.S.
Postal Administration, was flown on Space Shuttle STS-8 on Aug. 30" — Sept. 5™ 1983.
Special covers were issued to this event, with KSC first day cancellation of the $ 9.35 stamp,
dated August 14", 1983 “Space Mail/Orbited Via STS-8” and a special design cancel
referring to the 25" anniversary of NASA, as well as cancellations related to the launch on
August 30", 1983 and the return to earth at Edwards AFB on September 5", 1983.
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Dockings between Space Shuttle and MIR space station
Ref. Guidelines 3.3.13.

The friendly co-operation between the USA and the USSR during the ASTP mission in 1975,
was continued 20 years later, when the American Space Shuttle Atlantis STS-71, launched on
June 27, 1995, docked to the Russian MIR space station on June 29", 1995.

Old Glory

The post office at the Mission
Control Centre in Houston
applied two different special
cancellations for recording
this historical event.

WATTA - MHp
CTHKOBOYHNA

Shuttle-Mir
Docking Mission

JUN 29 1995

ROSERT DOUGLAS
1105 HARKER AVE.
WOSDBURY, N. J. 08096

JUN 29 1995

After 8 successful dockings
between a Space Shuttle and
MIR, and joint work on

different experiments, the last docking took place by STS-91 on June 04", 1998 and ended
when Discovery undocked on June 08", 1998.

200))

Marco Walser
2412 Yorktown
App. 331
Houston TX 77056

This time, there was no special cancellation available referring to these events.
On March 25", 2001, the “old lady” MIR decayed in the earth atmosphere after almost a

quarter of a century of successful earth orbits and some exciting moments. The “lifetime” of
MIR was longer than the originally planned 10 years.
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But the co-operation between the USA and Russia had already been re-launched with the
assembly of the International Space Station ISS.

Ref. Guidelines 3.3.4 & 3.3.6

The first permanent crew, Expedition 1, Y. Shepard (USA), C.Krikalov and Y. Gizenko (RU),
was launched on October 31%, 2000 by Soyuz TM-31 from Cosmodrome Baikonur.

N_Z©5

3 468320 Bakxomyp |
Kocrmonpom

Bakxonyp

Aooeks A-ST1

Special cancellation of

Cosmodrome Baikonur,
recording the launch of
Soyuz TM-31.

<l Soz

Z—r_{g 2~ s

Docking with ISS was on
November 2" 2000 and
was documented with

a postmark of the Mission
Control Centre Korolev.

Illustrated Seminar Paper

ORI

141079 01683 3

MEC - IS8

Ne
3 KOPOAEB-9
MOCK.OBA.

Pocenn & 2000 % CLIA Aot A-ST
p . _ /'J“T.",’.\ )
COI03 TM-31 et X /e SOX
C. Kpaxanés 3 021 iy o =
V. Hlenepn > - tiore Q) I“"/A—«f} &2y,
IO. M'aazenxo e’@ [ *.60
gt
page 31



Information on appropriate astrophilatelic items related to the
Space programmes of the USSR and Russia

according to the Guidelines 3.3.1 - 3.3.7

Additional information to the early period of space programmes in the USSR

Guidelines 3.3.1 and 3.3.2.

The International Geophysical Year, -1GY- was inaugurated on July 1%, 1957 and ended on
Dec. 31%, 1958, followed by the International Geophysical Co-operative Year ,-IGCY-1959.
Main programmes referring to Astrophilately were the research of the strato and ionosphere
by balloons and sounding rockets and the launch of the first satellites and space probes.

junter Dietzel,
Disseldorf-Lller,

Waagenstrasse 19,

nexrr

Deutcshe Bundesrepublik.

e

FEO®U3HUYECKOTO I'OJIA
Mocksa B-296,
Mouaoiexuas, 3

X

MEXIVBEIOMCTBEHHBI1 KOMUTET T10
MMPOBEIEHHIO MEK1YHAPOJIHOIO

Molodezhnaya, 3,
Moscow B-296, U.S.S.R.
[ ";\‘"

-

SOVIET COMMITTEE FOR THE
INTERNATIONAL GEOPHYSICAL YEAR

Official cover of the USSR Committee for the International Geophysical Year in Moscow.

The space era began on October 4™, 1957 when the world was thrilled by the news that the

USSR succeeded in launching the first artificial satellite Sputnik I.

This event and the first animal in space “Laika” launched on Sputnik 2 on November 39,
1957 may be recorded by stamps since no special cancellations exist issued to the launches.

GEOPHY? QAﬁ}I—AR

FRANK WARNER
109 Nassau Street
NEW YORK 38, N. Y.

Illustrated Seminar Paper

The stamps on the cover
were issued to Sputnik |
on November 5™, 1957,
Russian rocket pioneer
Ziolkowsky with over-
print related to Sputnik I,
November 28", 1957,
Sputnik 11 set,
December 30™, 1957.
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As mentioned in the Guidelines early space events of the USSR can be recorded by stamps,
postal stationery and special cancellations referring to the mission and duration of flight time

ref. 3.3.2
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The first space probe of the USSR intended to reach the moon —Lunik I- was launched on
January 1%, 1959 and became the first artificial planetoid of the sun on January 8", 1959.
All these dates are represented in a special cancellation issued to record the event.

The ambitious Moon programme was continued with the launch of space probe Lunik 2

which succeeded in impacting the moon on September 12", 1959.

TOAAAHAMA — HOLLAND.

To: Mr. ANDRE OOR,

Koy Soerabayastraat 18,

UTRECHT

KOCMHIECKOM | X
PAKETON  \
14 cenrabps 1959 n\\'

From:
\dpec omnpasumens

An official postal stationery and special cancellation were issued for recording this event.
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On October 4™, 1959 the USSR launched Lunik 3, the first space probe that succeeded in
orbiting the Moon and transmitted by television the first pictures from the dark side of the
moon. The launch date of Lunik 3 meets with the second anniversary of launch of Sputnik 1.
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BTOPAA TOAOBLUVHA
Hayana Kocmudeckon 3psi
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The Lunik 3 event is recorded by the launch date in the postmark and an official red cachet
referring to the mission. A special cancellation refers to the 2. Anniversary of the launch of
Sputnik 1, the first that was issued for this very first earth satellite.

Precursors to manned space flights of the USSR were 5 experimental test flights with dogs on
Sputnik spacecraft also called — Korable -.
On August 19, 1960 the dogs Bjelka and Strelka where launched with Korable 2, Sputnik 5,
and safely returned to earth on August 20", 1960
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The postal stationery and stamps were issued to this event.
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When Cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin became the first man to orbit the Earth with his spacecraft
Wostok 1, it was the post office at Kiev that made special covers with special cancellation
available —on the date of event, April 12t, 1961.

A black postmark was
applied at opening time

12.1V-1961 r. ¢
MOAET /

KOCMHYECKOTO
Kopabas

»BOCTOK**

Ha 6opmy
2PaNCOaHuUN
ceer
TATAPHH 10. A.

HUEBCHKOE OBLLIEECTBO
HONNEKUHMOHEPOB

3ax. 1007~1000,

The red postmark

was applied for only
1-3/4 hours the symbolic
time of Gagarin’s flight.

HKHUEBCHKOE OBLUECTBO KOMIEKUUOHEPORB

Ceroans, 12 anpeas 1961 roaa, IOPUIA TATAPHUH
Ha koemuueckom kopabre ,,BOCTOK'* snepssie B ucropuu
HEAOBEUECTBA COBEPUWHA MOAET B KOCMOC

Jax. 1019—600, 12.4-61 r.

There exist fakes with the special cancellation and postmark of date of event 12 461.

SR i ol Left: Front of faked card

e (o, .} Right: Reverse side of the same card
¢ OOBABACHHON LEHHOCTBIO HA —_————— _ py0. C HaNOMEHHLIM
NIATEROM HA _———Dy6.———KOIl., OTNPABICHHOE (/{“ﬁ/:: n:‘ti/l
o anpecy _Ame¥. L Fmmcsax i :
o S Caromm ARO4
= 3 et < ! BpYUEHUH MOYTOBOrO OTNpPABICHNS
e (ZV"‘Z o /&1 - ! 3akastoe =
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In the Guidelines point 3.2.3 it is stipulated “ Special cancellations for anniversary of
space events should be avoided except when no original event cancellation is available.”

Postal stationery with red special cancellation of post office in Kiev applied on the date of
landing of Wostok 2 with Cosmonaut Titov on August 7%, 1961
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éﬂmﬁujyﬁe
4 W"‘/‘ B and special cancellation
. — referring to the first

st %ﬂﬁ'““)*' anniversary of Titov’s
2. Pecdestses flight August 6% — 7"

1962 from post office

The first twin flight of
Wostok 3 & 4 took place
on August 13" and return
on August 15™, 1962.
Both dates are recorded by
special cancellation and
postmark of Kiev.

Anniversary postmark
August 11" — 15" 1963
should be avoided.

Moscow, which should be

KHEBCKOE OBILECTBO KOJJIEKUIIMOHEPOB

avoided.
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3ak, 2277. Tupax 1000,

Special cancellations with date of event related to Wostok 2, 3 and 4 exist also from Moscow
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The first woman who orbited the Earth, — Valentina Tereskowa, - was launched inte space
with Wostok 6 on June 18", 1963 and performed with the previously launched spacecraft
Wostok 5, piloted by Cosmonaut Bykowsky, the first formation flight of two spacecraft and
landed on June 19", 1963.

The post office in Moscow
issued a special cancellation
referring to the formation
flight of Wostok 6 and
Wostok 7 with date of launch
and landing of both spacecraft
June 14" — 19" 1963.
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into Earth orbit. Special cancellation applied at the post office in Kiev on launch date of
Wostok 1, October 12™, 1964

The successful flight of
Woschod 1 was followed by
Woschod 2 on March 18",
1965.

COBETCKMUM
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S
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Bt Budge

Special cancellation from the post
office in Moscow recording the
space walk of Leonov on 23. 3. 65.

cosmonaut Leonov left the space-
craft for a first “Space Walk” of 10 minutes on March 23™ 1965.

All these events can be recorded by special cancellations from the post office in Kiev and
Moscow.
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On January 14™, 1969 Soyus 4 with cosmonaut Shatalow was launched from Cosmodrome
Baikonur followed by Soyus 5 with a three man crew.launched on January 15",

The first docking of two spacecraft occurred on January 16" when Soyus 5 joined Soyus 4.
The crew of Soyus 5 acted as postmen for the delivery of the first Space mail to Cosmonaut
Shatalow in Soyus 4.

On this occasion a provisional post office was installed at Cosmodrome Baikonur and for the
first time, covers were postmarked at the launching place on the date of the of event.

The postal stationery and special cancellation dated 14 1 69 shows the inscription “Earth-
Cosmos-Cosmos-Earth” to keep the launch place secret and a spacecraft and mail, referring to
this historical event of the first mail delivered into space.

Special cancellations were applied at the Cosmodrome during the time of space flight and
exists with dates of January 14" —18™, 1969.

At Cosmodrome Baikonur, only on some hundred covers this special cancellation was applied.
There is to differentiate between postmarks actually applied at the Cosmodrome Baiknur
preferable to those of the official trading company (Kniga). Ref. Guidelines 3.3.9

After January 18", 1969, the special cancellation was also used by Kniga in Moscow.

Moscow (Kniga) Cosmodrome Baikonur
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Such applied at Moscow
distinguish by a small white
stripe at the top of the spacecraft.
Both kind of special cancellations
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Special information on first postmarks from post office at Cosmodrome Baikonur,

Ref. Guidelines 3.3.3

For the occasion of Apollo-Soyus space flight 1975, a post office was inaugurated at the

Cosmodrome Baikonur on April 15", 1975 .

On April 28", 1975, the

UNITE
US astronauts of the \Qy/ -
prime and back crews, YO
determined of the ASTP Y /%

flight, visited the

Cosmodrome Baikonur. Ady AW,
Astonaut Alan Bean took

some special designed o gt
covers from his Cousin AT
Frederick along to supply AT Atk
him with one of the e 1)

APOLLO — U.5. A

earliest postmarks applied
at the Cosmodrome
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SOYUZ ~ U.5.5.R. —2

Leonov - Kubasov

Baikonur of this event.
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The historical event of
Apollo-Soyus joint space
flight can be recorded by
special cancellations issued
to this event and for the
first time available from the
post office at Cosmodrome
Baikonur on date of launch

q

Komy —

of Soyus 19 spacecraft on

COBETCHHI LEHTP
YNPABAEHHA NONETOM

July 15", 1975

Hudere

npednpusimus c8A3u W adpec
omnpasumean

All other dates referring to
docking etc. in the
postmark of Cosmodrome
are unofficial and not valid.

HBZexc npenpHSTHN CBAIN MECTR HAIHANCHHN

There also exist same postmarks
applied to this event at Kniga
which are to be distinguished.

Soyus 19 landed on July 21%,
1975 recorded by the postmark
of the nearest post office to the
landing place, Arkalyk.
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From this time onwards , official postmarks from the post office at the Cosmodrome Baikonur

were available for recording the launch of space stations, supply and spacecraft related to

manned space flights in the USSR with date and place of the event.

On September 29", 1977 the space station Salyut 6 was launched at Baikonur.

Salyut 6 the first orbitalstation enabling the docking of manned and unmanned supply

spacecraft. The postmark of the Cosmodrome on a postal stationery related to early rocket
development, applied on launch date of Salyut 6, records this event.
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Soyus 25, launched on October 9", 1977 at Cosmodrome Baikonur, with the Cosmonauts
Korolenok and Ryumin on board, was the first spacecraft that should have docked to Salyut 6
but failed. The postal stationery of Cosmodrome Baikonur was signed by the two cosmonauts.

Hocmoapom Bakwouyp.
Focrwmmua Hoomowast™

Hugexe npepnpustus cessh’ Mecta HasHadenns

/
<t«/éqv7a o M 1

Ze ﬁ%g;wl-fé@« ol

Hudexe npednpusmust cenau u adpec
omnpasumeas

P SN =5 T i

5{:—;’/( evi 70
77

é"f?(‘,',( Pt & “fd'{';z._
7 o

Illustrated Seminar Paper

page 40



It is important to differentiate between postmarks actually applied at the Cosmodrome , which

are to be preferred, and those distributed by the official trading company (Kniga).
Ref. Guidelines 3.3.3

difference
in order of
date

letters smaler

Cosmodrome Baikonour

Typ: A

TIVXCERAr AN

1. dav of application 27.4.1975

1 dax_of agglicating 12.4.1980

Typ C/1
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Information on launch sites with post offices in the USSR and Russia
ref. Guidelines 3.3.4

Besides the Cosmodrome Baikonur there are two launch sites for unmanned space projects:
Cosmodrome Kapustin Yar (operated since 1947) and

Cosmodrome Plesetsk (opened in 1957).

No postmarks applied to launches of spacecraft are known from the early period.

Since the last two decades from both Russian launch sites postmarks are available with the
date of a space event and it is possible to record the launches of unmanned spacecraft of
different missions by the appropriate astrophilatelic material.

A special postcard depicting a V2 spacecraft launched from Cosmodrome Kapustin Yar with
special cancellation referring to the launch of a secret satellite on October 18", 1992,
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On April 28", 1999 three satellites “Kosmos-3M”, ”Abraxas” and MegSat from Italy were
launched from Kapustin Yar. recorded by a special cancellation from the Cosmodrome and
the postmark of Snamensk, the nearby residence of the technique team of the Cosmodrome.
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3HAMERLD

3anyck PH "Kocmoc-3M"
KA "ABRIXAS" (®PT) u "MegSat" (Uranus)
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On September 15", 1989 a satellite “Kosmos 2044” was launched from Cosmodrome Plesetsk
The postmark of Mirnyj, the nearby residence of the technique team of the Cosmodrome, is

valid before a special cancellation was available from the Cosmodrome Plesetsk.
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Since July 15™, 1992 there is also a special postmark from the Cosmodrome available issued

together with a special stationery of the Cosmodrome Plesetsk.

| VBE

H %
1S,

A
BOTEE

3 \ /
t'ﬂnEChuH
“a, et
c’km o

Mocnly HA-57L,
S Fcorn o wEma®,
AR, = 5,

& c—’c—c¢f¢.. O, 9.

KOCMO/APOM MAECENK \L,;zg:’ 42t

On August 29™" 1996 three satellites “Interball”, “Melsat” and “Magnium” were launched

from Plesetsk and recorded by the special postmark of the Cosmodrome and of Mirnyi.
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Information on Mission Control Centre in the USSR/Russia.

ref. Guidelines 3.

3.6

The Mission Control Centre of the USRR later Russia, responsible for supervision of manned

and unmanned spacecraft during the space flight, was established in Kaliningrad.

The first co-operation between Russia and the European Space Agency ESA took place with
the EUROMIR mission when Soyus TM-20 with the German scientist astronaut UIf Merbold
joint the Russian crew after docking to the Mir station on October 6, 1994.

«Coro3 TM-20»- vomnnexc "MUP™

LIEHTP YNPABJIEHWA MOJETOM

r. K paa.

NRRRREENKXRX

: EBPOMHP°94

’\v\\ e ok ok k ok ke Aok &

PoccuA.

DCCUA

L

COBMECTHbIN ~ <l §
POCCUCKO-6BPONENCKWA  T817., , =
KOCMWYecKun nonet - ..
] = A ‘ o, (7 % Ko7
1) dh l3zadiBs! End Q 3 N7y ‘,’//
3 SAREPTE Lrceca LOFEEY
III % NN AN H T e
!l g i 1] 4 é’
Zeca i A ] TS aat A
LIS S =~ et f
r HanukuHrpan, Mockoscron obnactn. Poccus.
@esa Hocmowast Y neth Menb6opg j A
- T

Ha BopTy HOCMUuecHoro Komnaexca "MUP™

The Shuttle — MIR programme was the first US — Russia co-operation after ASTP in 1975.
STS-70, Space Shuttle Atlantis docked with MIR on June 28", 1995 and undocked after 6
days on July 4", 1995.
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At this time, all missions were supervised by the Mission Control Centre Kaliningrad.
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In July 1996, the Mission Control Centre was renamed into Koroljev in memory

of the Chief rocket engineer Sergej Koroljev.

Soyus TM-24 brought the first French woman in space, Claudie André-Deshays, to the MIR.

The docking took place on August 19", 1996.
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The last Shuttle docking to MIR took place on June 04", 1998 by STS-91.
Only six months later, the co-operation between the USA and Russia continued,

with the assembly of the International Space Station ISS.

On December 7th, 1998, a Space Shuttle docked for the first time to the ISS. The crew of

STS-88, Endeavour added the US-module Unity to the ISS and spent 7 days equipping the

Russian modules FGB and Sarja.
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Information on Landing Sites in the USSR/Russia.
ref. Guidelines 3.3.7

The Soyus capsules always land in the Kazakhian steppe. Mostly near the city of Arkalyk.

COCP-mPARLLAS
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The first co-operation between USSR and France took place in July 1982.

Soyus T-6 landed with Jean-Loup Chrétien on July 2nd, 1982.
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Soyus TM-19, co-operation between USSR and ESA/Germany was the third and last flight of

UIf Merbold. It landed on July 9™, 1994,

There are also known landings near the city of Jezkazgan.
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Information on Spacemail, refer Guidelines 3.3.5- about flown and non flown covers of the
USSR to space stations.

With the beginning of Intercosmos programmes of the USSR and the launch of Soyus 28, on
March 2", 1978 from Cosmodrome Baikonur, the two cosmonauts Gubarow (USSR) and
Remek (CSSR) docked to the orbital station Salyut 6 on March 3", 1978. They brought along
to the space station a decree from the USSR postal administration to open the first post office
in space onboard Salyut 6.

Cosmonaut Gretschko was officially appointed to act as first postmaster in space. This first in
space post office was officially opened on March 8", 1978.

A special date combination —8-3-78, was used on board of the space station in a special
cancellation of the USSR.
The same cancellation was used on earth with date combination 080378.

The space mail was brought back to earth by Soyus 27 on March 16", 1978.

A7
% Flown cover with
USSR postmark
with date of the
inauguration of
the post office
onboard Salyut 6
with signatures of
cosmonauts
Remek (CSSR),
Gretschko,
Romanenko
and Gubarov
(USSR)
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The two postmarks of Cosmodrome Baikonur mark the launch of Romaneno and Gretschko
on December 10", 1977 and landing of Soyus 27 on March 16%, 1978
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This cover looks like a
flown one, according to the
date of the 10-378 in the
official USSR postmark.

It was not flown, but bears
the original signatures of
the four cosmonauts.

(~ 2
>
=
\‘

d300 VIhOU

i A Gt KOCMC1POM GANFOHYP

Illustrated Seminar Paper page 47



On April 31, 1984 Soyus T-11 was launched for USSR India Intercosmos flight with the
cosmonauts Malychew and Strekalow USSR and Rakesh Sharma (India) to Salyut 7 space
station. The day after docking, on April 5™, 1984 the covers were cancelled onboard with the
official board cancels of USSR and India and the official pentagonal cancel of Salyut 7 and
signed by all cosmonauts in the space station.

On April 11", 1984 Sharma, Malychew and Strekalow returned to earth by Soyus T-10.
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The commemorative cover - not flown — referring to the USSR-India Intercosmos flight bears
the official board cancels of the participating countries with date of docking of Soyus T-11 to
space station Salyut 7 on April 5", 1984. The special pentagonal mark of the orbital station
Salyut 7, which differs the flown from the non flown cover, is missing.

BOpT OpOUTANIBHOTO KOMILTEKCA :
"Cow3 T-10,Camor 7,Cow3 T-11"

[\ MEXAYHAPOAHAS
SDUAATEANC TUYECKAS
NS, BHICTABKA

R 2

Illustrated FIP Seminar paper, related to “Advice on Judging Astrophilatelic Exhibits”.
Valid as from May 1991. Revised 1995 and 1999/2000.

Adjusted to the changed sequence of Guidelines 2008 / 2011
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