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Astrophilatelic Basics 

Astrophilately is a philatelic study of:

Åspace flights and space-related events and

Åillustrates historical, scientific and technical progress 
achieved in the exploration of space 

Postmarks are the most important element of each 
astrophilatelic cover

Definition



ÅPost office nearestto event

ÅPrime recovery ship- sea landing

ÅClose to Mission Control Centre 
or on-board for events in space

ÅSupporting facilities- tracking 
stations,  support aircraft, etc

ÅCancellations from other 
locations not suitable

Cancellation from the Correct Location

Apollo 15 Moon landing - Houston, TXς30 July 1971

Astrophilatelic Basics 



Astrophilatelic Basics 
Cancellation must have Correct Date

ÅThe exact date

ÅWhen post office is closed the 
postmark of the next working 
day is acceptable

Arian V26 launch - Kourou ς27 October 1988



Astrophilatelic Basics 

Thewrite up should cover:

ÅDates, location, purpose of 
event

ÅKey aspects of technical data

ÅSpecial activities on board

ÅExtra-vehicular activities (EVAs)

ÅPayloads, and scientific 
experiments



Appropriate Material
Philatelic Items in Astrophilately

Event Covers 

Space Mail

Postal Stationery

Telegrams

Military Post

Maritime Mail

Rocket Mail

Stratosphere Mail

Letters to & from Space

Propaganda Leaflets

Electronic Mail

Stamps 

Most philatelic items can be shown in Astro:



Appropriate Material
Postal-Astrophilatelic material 

Covers must be postal with 
stamps, postmarks, on-board 
postmarks, labels and 
markings showing special 
treatment

STS -135 - Houston, TXς12 July 2011

Piccard record -Stratosphere balloon
18 August 1932 

Items such as stamps, 
ǾƛƎƴŜǘǘŜǎΣ ŀǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎǎΣ 
essays, proofs, colour trials, 
printing errors can be used 
sparingly



Appropriate Material
Rocket Flown Astrophilatelic material 

Philatelic items with an on-board cachets or authenticating 
signatures to provide evidence of being in a rocket or spacecraft

Stamp cancelled on the ISS with Energia 
non-postal cancel 
No official postal postmark on the stamp

On-board cachet

Authenticating signatures

ISS Expedition 5 - 1 November 2002 ςOn-board cachet



Appropriate Material
Event Covers

Launch, docking, undocking, EVA, landing, launch aborts, test 
launches, launch failures

Cancellations:

Å Post office nearby launch or landing with exact date of event  
Å Close to Mission Control Centre or on-board post office for EVAs 
Å Vicinity of mission control centre or crash area where spacecraft 

burned up or crashed
Special cancellations only if no event cancellation exists
Anniversary cancellationsare not suitable



Event Covers- Launch

Apollo VII Launch ςKSC 11 Oct 1968 Apollo XII Launch ςAlbrookAir Force Base 14 Nov 1969

V
Correct location,  date, KSC cachet Wrong location & correct date

KSC Postmark

KSC cachet

Appropriate Material

AlbrookA.F.B., Panama
?



Event Covers- Launch

V
ELDO launch - Woomera - 4 August 1967

Correct location & date Wrong location & wrong year

15th Anniversary Gagarin Flight

Appropriate Material
Khmelnytskyi


